\ 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
DCFiyP33696WO 


FOR FURTHER ACTION ®®® Notification of Transmittal of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/PEAAHS) 


International application No. 
PCT/QB 03/04873 


International filing date (dayAnonth/year) Priority date (dayJtnonthJ^ear) 
10.11.2003 13.11.2002 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or botii national classification and IPC 
B01J35/10 

ArtnHnanf ' ' ■ ' 



STATOIL ASA et al. 




^ • I^it 'nternatlonal prelirnlnary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authonty and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. cramming 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

□ This report fe also accornpanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andybr drawings which have 
?otTQ.7f 7n /o® ^T^i for this report andybr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of Invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the intemational application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. 



With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
tne receiving Office m response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
ana are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70 1 7)} 



Description, Pages 
1-27 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-63 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Figures 

1-3 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. • 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: ' 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminaiy examination (under 
Kuie 55.^ and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
international preliminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form- 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. ^ y 

The statement that the infomiation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been fumished. ^ 



4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ the description, 

□ the claims, 

□ the drawings, 



pages: 

Nos.: 

sheets: 
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•5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendnnents had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, rf necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty. Inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire International application, 
la claims Nos. 58-63 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be fomied (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful 
could be formed. 

la no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 58-63 

2. A meaningful international prelirhinary examination cannot be carried out due to tfie failure of the nucleotide and/ 
or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicabiiitv- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 2-7,11-16,20.27-28,30-32,37-38,53-57 

No: Claims 1 ,8-1 0, 1 7-1 9,21 -26,29,33-36,39-52 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1 -57 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-57 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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V. 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : EP-A-0 736 326 (SASTECH PTY LTD) 9 October 1 996 (1 996-1 0-09) 



2. Novelty 

D1 discloses catalysts for the Fischer-Tropsch synthesis. Although no samples 
are disclosed wherein all the parameters are determined for the impregnated and 
calcined cobalt on alumina, it seems to be inherent that starting from the Puralox 
SCCa 5/150 as disclosed in table 5 a catalyst is obtained which meets the criteria 
of the catalyst as claimed in claim 1 . 

Hence, examples 60 to 65 are regarded as being novelty-destroying for the 
subject-matter of claims 1 ,8-1 0, 1 7-1 9,21 -26,29,33-36,39-52. 

3. Inventive step 

As D1 already indicates that the porosity of the catalyst support Is important for 
the catalysts selectivity and/or activity and how to increase it by pretreatment of 
the support (see page 3, lines 13-31, figures 2 and 3) the subject-matter of 
dependent claims with higher values of pore volumes and pore sizes as may be 
found in the examples 60-65 are not inventive over D1 . For this reason the 
subject-matter of dependent claims 2-7, 1 1-16,20, 27-28, 30-32, 37-38 and 53-57 
does not seem to contain one or more features that could fomi the basis for an 
inventive step. 
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